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Remembering the Yokohama Great Air Raid and thinking about peace

May 29 is the day of the Yokohama Great Air Raid. A little after 9 a.m. on May 29, 1945, some
440,000 incendiary bombs were dropped on Yokohama, reducing much of the city center to
rubble. The bombings killed 3,650 people and caused over 300,000 casualties. The Yokohama
where we live today was also once touched by war and a site of great suffering.

A resolution adopted in 2018 to foster efforts to promote peace states, “We will never forget
those whose precious lives were lost during the bombings of Yokohama.” This promise
reflects how our city and people will work in their own ways to help realize world peace.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has provided another painful reminder of the truth that the
peace we often take for granted is a terribly fragile thing. As we mark 77 years since the
Yokohama Great Air Raid, take a moment to remember the reality of the event, recognize
the senselessness of war, and contemplate how we might achieve a more peaceful world.

A peace memorial related to the Great Air Raid is located near Bandobashi Station on the
Yokohama Municipal Subway line. Please stop by and observe it if you are in the area.
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Mayor Yamanaka joins the WFP Walk the World charity event

On May 15, 2022, Mayor Yamanaka participated in the “WFP Walk the World” charity walk
event, held in Yokohama for the 15th time this year. One of the missions of the United
Nations World Food Programme (WFP), the world’s largest humanitarian organization, is
to help eliminate child hunger in emerging nations. The event, held for the first time in
three years, saw nearly 2,700 participants take part, and a portion of the participation fees
will go to support WFP programs that provide school lunches for children.
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